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Estes Park, Fort Collins, Greeley, Loveland, Windsor and Surrounding Areas

CALENDAR

June 10, 4 PM FFNC Board meeting via 
Zoom

June 12, 5:30 at Elderhaus: October 
Inbound journey planning meeting

June 12,  7pm at Elderhaus  Please 
contribute to snacks; invite a friend!

June 18,  11:30 CLEO at Rocky’s

No picnic with Cheyenne planned.
Check President’s page for additional 
activities
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Election of officers for 2027

FFI report from Ken and Susanna

Journey report: NH Seacoast

Monthly Meeting Raffle The board has 
decided to continue to hold the raffle at our 
monthly meetings this year. This means we 
need donations of interesting prizes! 
Puzzles, travel books, travel accessories, 
and seasonal decorations are all examples 
of things we’ve seen in the past. This is a 
good way to declutter and help our club! 
We will store future prizes in our cupboard 
at Elderhaus, so please make sure they are 
relatively small.

Inbound (June 2027):
Kern County USA
Home - Friendship Force of Kern 
County
ffkerncalif.org

Outbound Domestic (October 2027):
Columbia Cascade USA
Columbia Cascade
friendshipforce.org

Outbound International (August 
2027)
Volta Lake Ghana
Volta Lake, Ghana
friendshipforce.org

2027 JOURNEY ASSIGNMENTS

Inbound (June):
Kern County, CA, USA

Outbound Domestic (October):
Columbia Cascade, WA, USA

Outbound International (August)
Volta Lake, Ghana



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                      JUNE 2026

Volunteers needed for the NH Seacoast Journey – October 7-14.Planning is 
underway for the upcoming inbound Journey in October, and we are hoping 
that some of you who haven’t already signed up will help our incoming 
ambassadors feel welcome and appreciated.  We need some more day hosts 
to drive to the different activities, some help setting up the welcome dinner, 
some soups or salads for the game night at Elderhaus, attending a potluck 
for a whole group dinner in Greeley, and hosting a small group dinner at 
your house or your favorite restaurant, etc.  Please contact Marilyn Garner if 
you are interested.

To access the following links, re-
type, not paste, them  into your 
browser.



CLEO

Seeing a groundbreaking Habitat for Humanity project after CLEO (Colorado Let’s Eat Out) 

After delicious lunch at Lafayette’s Creperie, eight of us from The Friendship Force of Northern 

Colorado visited the Greeley’s Habitat for Humanity ReStore for a briefing by CEO Cheri Witt-

Brown, then drove with COO Emily Tilton to visit the marvelous Hope Springs Project, credited 

worldwide in the April 2026 habitat magazine: 

https://www.habitat.org/our-work/impact/habitat-magazine/2026/04/hope-springs-and-

lasting-affordability 

Greeley Habitat will build over 176 Habitat Homes and 300+ multi-family apartments with the 

help of teams of volunteers. Perhaps our club will find a way to pitch in, maybe during an 

inbound journey.         Ken Weaver 

                  

June CLEO will be at Rocky's house at 11:30 June 18.  Pizza and games will 
be the feature.  Each participant will contribute $10   
Please RSVP to Rocky at 970-308-5478 by June 17.

May CLEO featured Weld County Habitat for Humanity 



At our May meeting, member Lorraine Janson, a longtime Red 
Cross volunteer, gave an informative presentation about the 
organization. In her current role, she identifies shelter locations 
across 10 counties in Wyoming and Colorado to help 
communities during disasters. 

The American Red Cross was founded in 1881 by Clara Barton, 
based on a model first developed in Europe in 1863, and was 
chartered by Congress in 1900. The local chapter has 180 
volunteers and just 1.5 paid staff members. The organization is 
committed to directing donations to the people it serves: 90% of its workforce is made up of 
volunteers, and 90% of donations go toward care. 

Its services include support for members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and their families; 
assistance for people affected by house fires; global vaccination efforts; training in lifesaving 
skills; and blood collection. The Red Cross is especially well known for its disaster response work. 

In 2023, 2.5 million people in the United States were displaced from their homes by disasters, and 
88% of U.S. counties have been affected by a disaster within the past 10 years. Vulnerable 
communities often face the greatest hardships and the most obstacles to recovery. The Red Cross 
responds by providing meals, essential relief supplies, health and mental health support, safe 
shelter for families and pets, and financial assistance. 

Lorraine also encouraged us to learn more about the Red Cross and consider ways to help, such 
as donating, giving blood, sponsoring a blood drive, volunteering, or becoming trained and 
certified. 

                                                                                           

                                   

MAY PROGRAM        LORRAINE JANSON    Suzi Gossard, reporter  





Election of officers for 2027

Nominees named by the Nominating Committee and agreed to by 
these nominees include:

President:  Susanna Garner
Vice President: Rocky Padden

Secretary: Susan Mathre
Treasurer: Carol McGrath

At the June 12 meeting to elect officers, the President shall receive 
further nominations from the floor with the consent of any nominee.



JOURNEYS
• The journey to Indonesia, August 5th through the 20th, is well into the planning 

stages. There are three moving parts that include: a 5-night journey to the island of 
Borneo, a 5-night journey to the island of Java, and a 4-day Javanese Culture Festival, 
on the same island, in Yogyakarta. Applications will be sent to those interested in this 
culturally packed journey. We currently have 7 signed up: 5 ambassadors from our FFI 
club and 2 from Japan are joining us. We would love to have 12 ambassadors on this 
lovely journey. Please spread the word!

Please contact Carol McGrath if you are interested and have not already done so.

PRESIDENT: Susanna Garner
VICE PRESIDENT: Rocky Padden 

SECRETARY/HISTORIAN: Sue Cummins
TREASURER: Carol McGrath

REGIONAL RENDEZVOUS

October 19th – 22nd 2026 in Estes Park, Colorado
YMCA of the Rockies

Share Ideas, Experiences & Stories

Morning sessions to include Member Recruitment, Club 
Development, Accessing FFI Resources & Creating Community 

Partnerships
Afternoons free – to visit Estes Park & Rocky Mountain National 

Park, or to join group activities
Monday evening Welcome Buffet & Wednesday Farewell Dinner 

with Program
Total cost for lodge room, breakfasts & shared dinners under $425

Deposit of $50 Due March 31st  --Call Susanna if you missed this date

GREATER DENVER    NORTHERN COLORADO   PIKES PEAK  UTAH   
CHEYENNE    NEW MEXICO  WESTERN COLORADO
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